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To prevent the 
FurtherGrowth of Popery: 
I Heartily recommended to every True Proteſtant 
By a Lover of his Country 
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| PROJECT, 6 


Modeſt and Rational 


INCE it is an avowed Maxim, That diffe- - 
rence in Religion is dangerous to the State, 
as well as the Church, and often produces 
violent Convulſions in one and t'other, which 
are by ſo much the more dreadful, as the Evil is 
more general, the blinded Paſſion of fiery Zealots 
more violent, and the Conſequences more fatal, 
ending often in the Subverſion of the beſt of Go- 
vernments : Let it therefore be allowed me, not as 
a Politician. but as a faithful Subject of his preſent 


to offer a Scheme, which, if thought ſeaſonable, and 


duly executed, would change the preſent ca | 
. _ State 


E 
State of Popery in Ireland, put a ſtop to its Progreſs, 
open the Eyes of its deluded Abettors, and render 
the laudable Endeavours of our Zealous Anceſtors 
more ſucceſsful than hitherto they have been. 
I. It being inconſiſtent with the generous Senti- 
ments of Proteſtants, and the very Principles of our 
Holy Religion, to perſecute or force tender Con- 
ſciences; or, which is worſe, to gain over a danger- 
ous Tribe of hypocritical Proſelytes; let no Num- 
ber of Papiſts, or Popiſh Prieſts, be allowed by 
Law, *till they have firſt abjured their damnable 
Doctrine of Sedition, falſe Oaths, Murder, Diſpen- 
ſations, Pope's Bulls of Indulgences for Maſlacres, 
and the diabolical Inquiſition, | 
II. That all ſuch as refuſe to give this reaſonable 
Satisfaction to the Government, be counted ſediti- 
ouſly and rebelliouſly inclin'd, Jeſuits, or Regulars, 


. „* 


do all Intents and Purpoſes. 
III. That for the Benefit of honeſt and moderate 
Papiſts, as well as for the Encouragement of Mora- 
lity, as alſo to prevent our Throats being cut, and 
our Cattle or Goods being plundered, a certain 
Number of Prieſts be allowed as may be thought 
 1ufficient, excepting Hiſpanolixed Prieſts, or ſuch as 
have gone to kiſs the Pope's Toe, and imbibed ultra- 
montain Principles. Note, A particular Clauſe to 
exclude all Jeſuits, as Lovers of the ſtronger Argu- 
ments of Gun-Powder and Dagger, and Friends of 
1 ni: mental Reſervation, Lying and Hy- 
ocriſy. 
4 IV. Whereas ſeveral thinking Papiſts reſent their 
being incumber'd by à Crowd of unneveſſary 
Prieſt and Fryars, it may be preſumed they may 
be eaſily induced to inform the Government of ſuch 
Prieft, Jeſuit, or Monk, as ſhall dare remain in the 
Kingdom not talerated; by a proper Encourage- 
ment of 19 4, for each Perſon ſo diſcovered, half 
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thereof - 
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thereof to be levied on any Papiſt who ſhall pres 
ſume to call the ſaid Diſcoverer an Informer. And 


if any ſuch Papiſt do become a fincere Proteſtant, he 
ſhall have 5 J. per Annum, during Life for paſt Ser- 
vices. | | 

V. That every Diſcoyerer's Name be concealed, 
and his Examination received in private, againſt 
any Jeſuit or Fryar, ſo that he give ſtrong. Cir- 


cumſtances of ſuch Regular having worn his Habit, 


and taken his Oath to the Pope. 

VI. That the tolerated Prieſts be appointed by 
the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor, and the 
worſhipful Aldermen : And in ſuch caſe, thoſe al- 
ways to be preferr'd who are gouty, unweildy, il- 


literate, and have the leaſt ſhare of Language and 


common Senſe ; more particularly, ſuch as havin 
been poor Scholars, muſt have received the Tin- 


Etures of Beggary and Dirt, from the want of a 
liberal Education. And this will prove a ſucceſs- 


ful Way of bringing over yaſt Numbers to the 


Eſtabliſhed Church. 


VII. Every Prieſt ſhall be diſtinguiſhed by a 
Band and a ragged Riding-Coat ; and left he ſhould 
be a further Incumbrance, every Pariſhioner ſhall - 
allow him Three-half-pence, Sterling, per Week, 
eſtated Men, or ſuch as have great Titles, except- 
VIII. That the Prieſts do enter into an Aſſocia- 
tion to procure a Diſpenſation for Liberty to make 
a Sermon on every Lord's Day, not in Latin, as is 
nſually done, but in the vulgar Tongue, that ſo 
the People may be led out of their Ignorance, and 
learn ſome Principles of Morality.. And whereas 
the greater part of Robberies, Petty-Larcenies, and 
other ſmall Thefts are committed by the People of 
the Popiſh Perſwaſion, who make up the Bulk o 
the Vulgar ; ſuch Prieſts ſo allowed, ſhall be deem'd 

„ | 2 unworthy 


Fe7T 


unworthy of the Government's Indulgence. unleſs 


* they become reſponſible for all, or the greater part 
of tuch Goods, which for the moſt it 1s in their 


Power to have returned. | 

IX. If any Prieſt r any Monk, Fryar, 
Jeſuit, or Nun, be found in the Kingdom after the 
25th of March, ſuch Prieſt, Monk, &c. ſhall ſtand 
in the Pillory, and ſuffer for his Coutumacy. But 
as it may be expected to give ſome Allowances to 
the ſofter Sex; there may be a Clauſe, That every 
Nun convicted be three times whipp'd about the 
Town, and afterwards ſent to hard Labour in the 
Workhouſe, unleſs the Diſcoverer, or other ſuch 
charitable Friend do take her for his Wife, to 
whom he ſhall be married by the Pariſh-Miniſter, 

and bedded before proper Witneſſes. 

X. It is greatly to be fear'd, that the Papiſts now 
in Being may have Children, who, if they continue 
to behave quietly, will have the Confidence to ex- 
pect a Continuance of the Favours granted to their 
Anceſtors. I would therefore humbly offer, eſpecially 
to thoſe honourable Perſons, whoſe Province Divini- 
ty is, whether it might not be leſs dangerous to the 
_ preſent Eſtabliſhment, to allow Seminaries of poor 

Scholars, for the Benefit of the Sons of Mechanicks 


and Beggars, or other ſuch as are fit to continue the 


Succeſſion of the Prieſthood, the Leſſons of their 
Teachers to be reviſed by ſome Prelate of the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, before they are given to the Pupils, 
that ſo they might be Strangers to the dangerous 
Principles of the more fiery Papiſts, which ſo juſtly 
lay a heavy Burthen upon our Spirits, and deſtroy 
our Peace and Security, which may poſſibly continue 
until they either be ſincerely converted, or we ſuffi- 
ciently-fecured of their Pretenſion to common Chri- 


ſtianity. — i 
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The good Conſequences of this Scheme I muſt 
leave to Time, and the reaſonableneſs of the Prg- 
poſal to every judicious and good Proteſtant Rea- 
der, who wiſhes well the Intereſt of his Country, 
and would be glad to ſee us all of one Mind, and 
conſpire unanimouſly to deſtroy the common Ene- 


my. I am ſatisfied, the Papiſts will not reliſh all 


this, but we who know what 1s beſt for them, have 
happily the Laws and Power in our Hands to en- 
gage them to concur with us for their own Intereſt. 
Let them cry out Perſecution and Oppreſſion, and 
how unreaſonably, let the World judge, ſince they 
breathe the Air as freely as the reſt of Mankind, 
enjoy their Eſtates, and, if I may fay it, by a De- 
fciency in our Laws, are ſuffer'd to go into Popiſh 
Countries, and indulge their Genius, ſtill we know 
how neceſlary it will be to make Laws.theſe Hun- 
dred Years to come againſt them: And amongſt 
others, I hope one may be provided to hinder their 
lelling their Eſtates, or carrying off their other Ef- 
fects, leſt the Nation ſhould ſuffer by it. Had they 
now all gone off in a Body, we ſhould be rid of 
about Twenty Thouſand Prieſts and Fryars; and 
that this is a modeſt Computation, will appear, if 
we conſider the great Number that openly declare 
themſelves, and the others, who are far many more, 
Jeſuits eſpecially, that are diſguiſed' in the Shapes 
of Merchants, Lawyers, Phyſicians, Coblers, and 
Jome even with Wives and Children, But if any 
are ſuffer'd to remain, it cannot be above a Tent 
Part, which Burthen being taken off the Papiſts, 
rhey may with Eaſe pay the Crown an equivalent 
Tax, which, at the Rate of 201. per Annun, for the 
Maintenance of each Prieſt, will amount to about 
Three Hundred and Sixty Thouſand Pounds, Ster- 
ling. Until this is brought to bear, which would 
not be difficult, we muſt join for our common Inte- 


reſt 


1 
reſt, and help, as far as we can, to ſecure the 
KING and his Reyal Iſſue, which, as it was my 

Deſign in offering my Reflections at this Time, 
will, I hope, be accepted of with the ſame Candour, 
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